Two hundred school injuries presenting to an accident and emergency department.
Two hundred children who had been injured at school and sought hospital treatment were studied. Younger children tended to be brought to the Accident and Emergency Department later after the injuries than the older children, and one in seven of those under 15 years attended alone or without a legally acceptable guardian. Sixteen per cent of the 204 injuries were fractures, of which 70% were to the upper limbs, and 18% facial. Eighteen per cent of the injuries were lacerations requiring sutures. Younger children sustained proportionately more lacerations and fewer minor injuries such as bruises, abrasions and sprains than older children. Over half of the injuries occurred in patients' free time at school, which had been unsupervised in 51% of cases.